
Brahmotsava  at   Gokulam Temple, Mysore.

Sri


Mahshooraporii madhye Gokulethu pravadhathe


Gopalakrishnaha thathrasthaha thanothi paramam shubham ||

Sri Prasanna Venugopalaswamy temple, Gokulam, Mysore City, authorities celebrate the annual Brahmotsavam to the Lord on Vaishakha Shukla Dashami, based on Panchrathra Agama Shastra, dedicating to the universal welfare and world peace..

The Brahmotsavam festival is one of the most important and auspicious functions in all temples. Origin of this celebration is attributed to Lord Brahma, the god for creation, who first conducted this festival to Lord Srinivasa in Tirumalai, Tirupathi, on the banks of Holy Swamipushkarani, as a gratitude to Lord Narayana. Hence the annual Utsava bears this name. ‘Brahmotsavam’ also means Grand Celebration. The cleansing power of the Brahmotsavam, is utilized in all temples, to purify and sanctify, against any sins that might have been committed in the year. It is believed that Brahma personally witnesses every Brahmotsavam, performed anywhere.. Therefore it is also called as “Brahmapratyakshothsavam”

The Utsavam is usually celebrated for nine days and in this temple it is conducted for six days. The Utsavam is not just a temple ritual, but is a grand festival for the entire town. It begins with Ankurarpanam and concludes with Avabruthasnana and (Thirtha vaari) Chakrasnana and Vaibhava Shayanaotsava. The Utsava Murthy of the Temple is decorated and taken in a procession, once in morning and in the evening, in different Vahanams.

1. Mudal Tirunal (Tirunal means Sacred day): First Morning: “Hamsavahonotsavam”.: Lord Krishna’s procession is on Hamsa (Swan). As incredibly as the swan separates water from milk, the Lord on Hamsavahanam relegates our sins and blesses the devotees with his mercy.

In the evening the procession will be on “Seshavahanam”. The powerful snake ”Adisesha”, transforms himself as a vehicle (or an umbrella) for the Lord during Seshavavanam. This explains essence of Sharanagathi (complete surrender) tathva, which is the moral behind this Utsavam. Sesha represents the all souls are subordinate to the Lord.

1. Irandavadu Tirunal (Second day): Dwajarohana Utsava – The Garuda flag is hoisted on the Dwajasthamba. This signifies the commencement of Brahmotsava. It is believed that Garuda goes to Devaloka and invites the Devas and sages, to attend the function. The flag bearing the emblem of Garuda is hoisted with Veda mantras from Taitriya Samhita dedicated to Garuda.

2. Evening: Chandramandalotsava: Lord is taken on a chariot, bearing Moon (Chandra Mandala) in the background.

Moonram Tirunal: (Third day): Garudotsavam: This is the main Brahmotsava celebration. This gives the participants a Vaikunta Anubhavam. Lord requests Garuda to guard everyone from any untoward happening.

Evening: Kal;yanotsavam: A grand Utsavam of the marriage of Lord Krishna and Rukmim. The dramatic replay of the marriage of the Holy Couple, carries us to Dwaraka and Dwaparayuga. All unmarried youths, aspire for the blessings from this “Mithunam”.

4: Naalam tirunal: (Fourth day): Grand Rathotsavam: ‘Dolayamanam Govindam Manchastam Madhusudanam Rashastha Keshavam  Drushtva Punarjanamam Navidyathe”. The God is taken around the streets in a chariot and the Lord goes to his disciples who could not go to the temple to give them a Darshan and bless them.

Evening: Pushpayaagam (Vasathotsavam) : After Rathayathra the Lord and his Consort relax midst sweet smelling flowers.

5. Aindaam Tirunal (fifthday):  Dolotsavam9Also known Unjal Seva): Lord Krishna with his wife Rukini enjoys sitting on an Unjal (Swing).

Evening: Hanumanthotsavam: Hanuman is great devotee of Sri Rama. Lord showers his grace on everyone with knowledge, strength, good health and courage.

6. Aaram Tirunal (Sixthday): Morning: Avabrutha Utsava (Chakra snaana) Special abhishekam with milk for the idol. Sudarshana Chakra is bathed in a pond and all devotees take bath afterwards.

Evening: The celebrations officially conclude with the Garuda flag lowering, known as Dwaja Avarohanam. Priests pay respects to the God chanting Vedic Mantras and see them off on their return to Devaloka. 

Vaibhava Shayanotsava: Lord takes rest with his consorts on Adishesha as his bed.

Rukmii Bhama Kauthaya kalayana nidhi vardhinam |

Sapthagiri vasaya venugopalaya mangalam ||

























